
 What your ETRA committee has been doing for Town Ward 

Upcoming events in & around the town
Quiz Night in aid of New Epsom & Ewell Community Hospital 
(NEECH) 29th March at Unity Hall, URC, Church St 7.30pm £13 incl 
fish n chips.  barb.warwick@virginmedia.com

Mayor's Charity Tapas 3rd April at El Patio. Have an enjoyable 
evening with friends and pay for what you eat and drink. Mayor’s 
Charities get a percentage. 

Mayor’s Charities Magic Show 6th April 7pm at Epsom club, 
Church St £30 including welcome drink /finger buffet. Inner Circle 
Magician extraordinaire John Field.

Mayor’s Charity Café Bridge 9th April. Play starts 10.30am. £60 
pair including a 2 course lunch.

Mayor's Charity Ball 11th May at RAC Club.  £75 (plus 
sponsorship packages from £150).  

For all Mayor's Charity events: mayorscharitiesepsom.org.uk 
or email events@mayorscharitiesepsom.org.uk 
Epsom & Ewell Employment Fair 15th May Rainbow Leisure 
Centre, East Street 11:00 to 15:00 Free - meet local employers 
recruiting in the area. nchandler@surreyllp.org.uk or see Facebook.

Surrey County Council (SCC) major cuts on the way.   
Residents will be aware of the poor state of SCC’s finances, 
partly the result reduced government funding, facing all 
councils, but also of its poor financial management and 
budget planning, which has been  severely criticised by an 
independent report by the well-respected Chartered Institute 
of Public Finance and Accountancy (CIPFA).
Currently 76% of your Council tax goes to SCC. 
In February the Conservative ruling Group passed a budget 
increasing the proportion of your Council tax going to SCC 
by 2.99% (£42 a year at band D).

Children’s Centres, Youth Services What’s Next for the 
Chop by SCC
SCC aim to make cuts of at least £85m in 2019/2020 and 
£210m-£250m by 2021, partly by reducing expenditure for: 
● Concessionary bus travel for the disabled and their carers
● Libraries
● Waste Centres
● Special Educational Needs (SEND) provision
● Youth Services and Children’s Centres (at the same time as 

“extending services to children aged 5 to 11” but without 
additional funding!).  

Children’s and Youth Services are not only critical to the well-
being of those most in need, they also support all our 
families; Epsom & Ewell face 2 Children’s Centres closing 
(Stoneleigh and St Martins). Town Ward Councillors believe 
this will put pressure on our two remaining Centres and 
result in difficulties for families losing valued support. These 
cuts also mean more money will have to be spent in the 
future.  
The town centre Focus Youth Centre is also under threat of 
cuts or even being closed, and we suspect our libraries will 
be another casualty of SCC’s reduction in services soon after 
the elections in May, with SCC swiftly moving to providing 
just statutory services.
SCC’s lack of financial control and mismanagement will 
have a severe impact on our communities. No doubt SCC 
will look to the Voluntary Sector to fill the gap with no 
additional funding or support. 
While SCC claim to save money, they are actually looking to 
force costs onto others, particularly our District Councils, 
while residents will pay more through Council Tax and 
greater pressure is put on local voluntary groups. 

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council is 
responsible for many of your local 
residential and business services 
including: 
Bin collections and street cleaning:  
Parks and green spaces; Licensing
Planning permissions and building 
control; Leisure amenities and 
community support services.
Local councillors decide how the 
Council should carry out its various 
activities and they represent the 
interests of their communities 
working with the county council, 
police and health services.
The Residents’ Associations for 
each ward are independent of each 
other, but together they form the 
majority group in the Council. 

Do you have any issues or concerns you would like to raise with us? 
Your Town Ward RA Councillors & Epsom Town RA committee officers are happy to visit any Town Ward 

resident to discuss any issues or problems. Town Ward Councillors will be holding 
their next surgery on Weds 17th April from 6 - 8 pm at the Ebbisham Centre (cafe area).

Please contact us at EpsomTownTeamRA@gmail.com. 
Follow us on www.facebook.com/etwra/                                                            Twitter @EpsomTownTeamRA

 Tony Axelrod 07986 947974                        Neil Dallen 01372 732793            Tella Wormington 07789 296634

Please complete this form with your cheque / cash or confirmation of your standing order.
You are a resident of Epsom Town Ward

Join Epsom Town Residents’ Association and help us make the Town an even better place to live.
Annual Subscription £5.00 (to the Membership Secretary, 32 Wyeths Road, KT17 4EB 

or just let us know, we will be pleased to call to collect).

Standing Orders Preferred. Please use your address as reference and email us at epsomtownra@gmail.com

Account 15483466 Sort code 23-05-80 Bank MetroBank Ac Name Epsom Town Residents Assn.
 Name………………………….………………………..…………..………….....………. Address…………………………..………………………………………….....…...…………………...…………………………...……………
 Email address*……………………….……………………………………………….……...…………………….…...…………….……….…………………………...
*I/we wish to continue to receive email communication regarding local events or issues from the ETRA committee                                                                                                 YES / NO
*I/we wish to continue to receive email communication regarding events or other information provided by 3rd parties which may be of interest to residents of Epsom     YES / NO

Community Noticeboard
South Street
The traffic lights from Dorking Road into 
Epsom are now working, although fine 
tuning is needed here, and also on the Kiln 
Lane traffic lights, to ensure the traffic runs 
smoothly there also.

Epsom Market Place Regeneration
Work has started on regenerating the 
Market Place, which will include new paving, 
seating, lighting, 'Wayfinding' signs and a 
drinking fountain. Work will also include:
●  Relocating the Evocation of Speed statue 

from The Oaks Square to a location near the 
Assembly Rooms

●  A site for the proposed Emily Davison 
statue

●  Planting the many new trees your Town 
Ward Councilors and Epsom Tree Advisory 
Board have insisted on

●  Protecting the Epsom Clock Tower
●  Refurbishment of the Richmond Cattle 

Trough and Time Capsule Stone.  
We need a modern, thriving Market Place 
which will act as a centre for our traders 
and the community.  A great space for all to 
enjoy!  
This  project is funded by Epsom & Ewell 
Borough Council, through contributions by 
local developers; money, which under 
government rules, can only be used to help 
deliver infrastructure improvements such as 
this.
Full details of the work are available at 
www.A24.Today. 

Town Cryer
 The Newsletter of your 
 Epsom Town Residents’
 Association (ETRA) 
March 2019

www.epsomtownra.org.uk
Twitter @epsomtownteamRA 
Facebook etwra

Please see our manifesto for your Town Team’s 
Top Ten Aims for the next four years

Update from your Town Ward Mayor of Epsom & Ewell
2019 started quietly, but soon picked up with lots of school and youth organisation engagements. 
One event being the opening of a second Gauntlett Boxing Club run by Chris Gauntlett, 
another was ‘opening’ the new / refurbished play equipment in Court Recreation Ground. 
I held a community Reception event in the Town Hall to thank volunteers in 
the borough and over 100 attendees had a great evening networking. 

We are very fortunate to have so many 
willing volunteers in all walks of life in 
the Borough and our community would
be much the poorer without them.
There have also been a number of successful fund raising activities for 
my charities. All have been excellent value for money and great fun and 
there are many more in 2019. More information is available at 
www.mayorscharitiesepsom.org.uk
I am passionate about our community, and if you think I could support your 
organisation’s objectives, I am happy to take part by giving short talks, 
presenting certificates, starting or opening an event or simply supporting 
what you are doing. Please contact mayor@epsom-ewell.gov.uk.

Banner Picture: The Marquis of Granby, 4 West St 

Highway Trees in our residential streets
Highway trees are an important part of our streets and their maintenance is the responsibility of Surrey 
County Council (SCC).  However, SCC operates a policy of low maintenance, limiting the amount of work they 
will undertake on  trees. In addition SCC has not, as a matter of policy, carried out replacement tree planting 
since 2004.

There is a policy which allows residents to fund replacing a tree that has died, but unfortunately 
SCC has introduced new criteria for planting trees in highway verges:  Trees will only be planted if 
they can be sited 1.1 metres from the kerb and sufficiently far from the adjoining path, which 
must be at least 1.6 metres wide. These are  almost impossible criteria to meet in our residential 
streets, and residents’ requests to replace diseased or dead trees are being refused on these 
grounds.
Other areas, such as London Boroughs, are very pro-active in increasing their tree 
population on environmental, health and aesthetic grounds. Epsom & Ewell Residents’ 
Association councillors are campaigning to change SCC’s inflexible and short-sighted 
tree planting policy. A do-nothing policy is unacceptable! 

Surrey County Council updates 

Town Ward is represented by 3 councillors from the Residents’ 
Association which is proud to introduce the following 
candidates for election in May:

Arthur Abdulin

Neil Dallen

Luke Giles 

Our candidates will make a fantastic team representing 
the Town, and bring together great experience, enthusiasm 
and a commitment to our Ward and community. 
Please support your 3 Epsom Town Ward Residents’ 
Association candidates, so we can continue to have a unique 
and independent council, manned by non-political party 
affiliated Councillors who care and act on the concerns of their 
residents. Look out for more information in their election 
manifesto delivered with this Town Cryer and they hope to 
meet with you over the coming weeks.

Voluntary Sector Support 
The work of our voluntary sector is more important 
than ever, particularly given the cuts in services that 
are being made by the Conservative led Surrey County 
Council (SCC).
Over the last few years we have seen the withdrawal 
of SCC support for Carers of Epsom and Family Line, 
both of which have had to close, and the withdrawal of 
financial support for our Wellbeing Centre, which 
Epsom & Ewell Borough Council now runs without any 
financial assistance from County. 
Against this backdrop of cuts, Epsom and Ewell 
Council have agreed to maintain support for voluntary 
groups for 2019/20. Groups supported include 
Citizens Advice, Age Concern and Central Surrey 
Voluntary Action (CSVA). 

If you would like to volunteer in our community, see
www.centralsurreyvoluntaryaction.co.uk 

Concerns over Heathrow Plans
In January Heathrow Airport announced that 
it was considering changing flight paths to a 
technique known as independent parallel 
approach (IPA). These proposals would  
increase aircraft traffic by an additional  
25,000 flights per year with some planes 
flying over Epsom at a height of under 3000 
feet. Currently aircraft flying over this area 
are at between 5500-7000 ft. 
Consultation about IPA is taking place 
during 2019 and 2020. Proposals for the 
flightpath changes will be made to the Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA) in 2021 with a 
decision and implementation in 2022. You 
can see more about the plans on
www.heathrowconsultation.com. Please 
make your views known, including to your 
MP. The borough council has submitted a 
robust response – see 
www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/news.

We are having local elections on THURSDAY May 2nd 2019.  The borough elections are your 
opportunity to vote for 3 candidates in Town Ward, which is one of 12 wards in Epsom & Ewell.

mailto:epsomtownra@gmail.com


What your RA Town Ward Councillors have been doing

Community Issues

Local Planning Applications  
Police Station site: The revised application will be decided at the March Planning Committee.
The Old Post Office 74 High Street: Plans for conversion to a pub/restaurant:: Concerns about the 
loss of retail and night time noise/disturbance have been raised. 
117 East Street: A new proposal for a three-storey building has been submitted.
8 Andrews Close: We raised objections about parking and over-development but planning was given 
to similar development on appeal, so a refusal would not stand up on appeal and mitigating 
conditions on wild life and parking area could be lost.
Lidl, Upper High St: Revisions have been submitted to this application including reducing the number 
of car parking spaces. This will go to Planning Committee.
24 – 28 West Street (on corner of Station Approach):  a difficult site to develop in the conservation 
area with a historic facade.  Developers submitted plans for a 5 storey building with a mix of 
commercial and retail, with 14 residential units and limited parking. Your councillors have raised a 
number of concerns.  
Picture House Cinema in Epsom Square: An application has been submitted for 
a 6 screen cinema, with cafe bar. Please let us have your views.
81 East Street Redevelopment to form 6 apartments: We are waiting for more information.
We are pleased that a post box outside the Post Office on the High Street has been approved. 

Housing, the Local Plan and the Green Belt 
Work on the new Local Plan continues with some key 
pieces of work now available on the borough council’s 
website:
The Longmead and Nonsuch Industrial Estate Capacity 
Study assessed the potential opportunity that these 
employment areas may provide as potential future 
sources of housing.
The Urban Housing Capacity Study assessed how many 
houses can be built in the urban area towards meeting 
our housing requirement. 
The Draft Infrastructure Delivery Plan assessed what 
education: health; transport; emergency services; and 
utilities are likely to be required to meet future growth.
The Independent Green Belt Study concluded that most 
of our Green Belt and some other local open spaces were 
performing well and so need to be protected. 
Work is also underway on the Transformation 
Masterplan, to envisage what higher density 
developments in the town and urban areas of Epsom & 
Ewell would mean in practice, and will include 
consultation with residents, local community groups and 
businesses.
The Office of National Statistics’ (ONS) recently revised 
down the number of homes we must build per year over 
20 years (from 579 to 372). Unfortunately the 
Government is insisting that we continue to plan for 579, 
a daunting task. 
Please contact your MP to ask him to support Epsom by 
pushing to change this unrealistic target.
See www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/localplan 
for more information.  
Feel free to contact us to discuss. 
We will keep you updated.

Epsom Hospital 
Your Residents’ Association Town Ward 
Councillors want to see more services available at 
Epsom Hospital, and asked Epsom & St Helier 
Hospital Trust to rethink its plan to sell the land at 
the rear of the hospital.  
Town Ward Councillors proposed the land is used 
for social housing for nurses & doctors and for 
health related uses linked to the hospital instead.

We understand that the proposed land sale is 
continuing, but wait to hear. 
The decision rests with the hospital trust and the 
government, but our MP should be ensuring the 
land is not sold, but used appropriately for the 
benefit of the health and well-being of his 
constituents.
EEBC also supports a new local Acute Unit at 
Epsom Hospital, however this remains uncertain, 
and we are waiting for the recommendations of 
the 3 local Clinical Commissioning Groups 
affected.

For any Borough problems phone EEBC on 
01372732000, email contactus@epsom-
ewell.gov.uk or via the EEBC website 
epsom-ewell.gov.uk. 

Epsom & Ewell Council Tax remains one of 
lowest in Surrey.
Residents’ Association run Epsom & Ewell 
Borough Council (EEBC) approved a council 
tax increase of 2.99% for 2019/20. 
This is a rise of £5.76 a year, or 11 pence a 
week, for a Band D property, and keeps the 
portion of your council tax that EEBC can 
set to one of the lowest in Surrey. 
The majority of your council tax is set by 
the Conservative led Surrey County Council.
EEBC no longer receives any Revenue 
Support Grant from the Government; 
however over the past 4 years EEBC have 
made significant savings of just under £2m. 
In addition over £2m of additional income 
has been generated through increased 
investments and commercial activity. 
The political parties have not put forward 
any alternative budget or realistic 
suggestions as to how revenue could be 
increased or savings made.   
In these difficult financial times when many 
local authorities are cutting back on 
services Epsom & Ewell Borough Council 
have again balanced the budget, and once 
again have not cut any services.
Epsom & Ewell Borough Council collects 
the council tax on behalf of EEBC, SCC and 
Surrey Police, but only 10% of your council 
tax goes to Epsom & Ewell Borough 
Council.  76% of your council tax goes to 
SCC, and 14% to Surrey Police.

A big thank you to Tony Axelrod and Tella 
Wormington who, for personal reasons, are unable to 
stand again as Borough Councillors in the May 
election. They have done amazing work in the last 
four years, we are delighted that they have agreed to 
continue serving on the ETRA committee and to help 
and support the new candidates, who we hope will be 
elected to represent you, our residents.

Epsom should be in Oyster 
Card Zone 6! 
Please make your views
 known to your MP
chris.grayling.mp@parliament.uk 
& www.southernrailway.com by 
joining their passenger panel.

Promoted by Estella Wormington, 30 Victoria Place, 
Epsom, KT17 1BY on behalf of Residents Associations of 
Epsom & Ewell, 49 Harefield Avenue, Cheam, SM2 7ND   
Printed by Helloprint 100 Pall Mall, St James SW1Y 5NQ 

Community Litter Pick 2nd March
The Epsom Town Residents’ Association (ETRA) Litter Pick was organised by committee members 
Maggie Rowell and Arthur Abdulin along with staff from McDonald’s. 

It was another successful event, attended 
& supported by our town residents. 
Everyone was equipped with litter-picking 
tools, hi-vis jackets and plastic bags, 
provided by Epsom & Ewell Borough Council. 

There was great interest expressed by 
residents we met, many asking how they
can get involved in the future. The effort was
greatly supported and appreciated, we 
received many a ‘thank you!’

One of the main contributors to the rubbish 
collected was cigarette butts, especially 
around Epsom Station – it would really help 
if smokers put their cigarette butts in one of the many bins in Epsom. 
You can support ETRA and help us to make the town an even better place to live and do business in 
several different ways:
● Becoming a member (if you are a Town Ward resident or business) with £5 annual subscription. 
● Social Media: Join our Facebook group www.facebook.com/groups/EpsomTownRA/  or follow us 

on Twitter twitter.com/EpsomTownTeamRA
● Tell your friends, family members and neighbours about us. 
● Why not do all the above?
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